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Site / Campus
The design of Biomedicum’s façade takes its starting-point first and foremost from the site and from Campus.
It is a large building consisting of four sections surrounding a covered atrium, where each section angles out
to break up the long façades and create a shadow effect. Between the buildings are gaps – these are
meeting places and should be seen as such! Therefore, the double-skin façade breaks at these slots,
making the division of the building even more apparent. The single-skin façades of the gaps contrast with the
rest of the façade and contribute to greater transparency into the house.
Each glass section of the double-shell angles out to animate the façade. It means that the façade is
experienced differently from different angles. Frontally, it is perceived as almost completely transparent, from
one side it seems green and closed, and from the other side almost completely glazed and mirrored. It is
important to work with a variety of different scales to create a good urban environment.
Identity
The purpose of Biomedicums façade is to create a harmonious link between the auditorium and the
Widerströmska building, but at the same time to retain its own distinct identity and its own idiom. This has
also been important for Solna Stad, which made it clear that the three buildings should be distinguishable
and not form a homogeneous "wall" against Solnavägen.
At the current moment, Karolinska Institutet Campus Solna consists mainly of brick buildings located in
parkland. With its green colour, Biomedicum becomes a part of the park. The green plays beautifully
with the brick, but also stands nicely against the auditorium’s warm tones. The dark green colour
contributes to retaining the scale of the building and provides a smooth transition between the glass
and the main structure. It is important that the façade presents warm tones so that the building feels
welcoming. The angling of the glass partitions is a means of creating identity and variety, but also of
supporting the large glass windows. The size of the glass partitions reflects the rational pace that the
scale of articulation gives the lab. The glass behaves differently depending on weather and wind
direction, sometimes reflecting sometimes completely transparent.
Environmental requirements
The environmental requirement “Miljöbyggnad Silver” requires, among other things, a high admission of light
to the workplace, but the building must also have a good indoor climate. The double-skin façade enables us
to meet all requirements - and even though Biomedicum consists almost solely of glass, it has been
important for us architects that it will not feel as if you are sitting in a glass box. You should be able to feel
the outside even when you are inside.
It is exactly the same green tone on all façade elements. During the process of designing the façade, various
shades of green have been tested on various components of the façade, but we realized that the green
colour is perceived quite "differently" in itself. Refractions allow the colour to shift tone and this contributes
life and a delightful playfulness in the façade. The pleated façade underscores this even more. When
Biomedicum comes into use, even the lighting inside the building will give another dimension to the façade.
Sara Nilsson & Lotte Søborg
Architects sar/msa
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